[Effects of mellitic acid on matrix-induced, ectopic osteogenesis in the rat].
Similar to diphosphonates mellitic acid is characterized by its high affinity to Calcium-phosphate-minerals. Mellitic acid inhibits the crystallization of hydroxyapatite in vitro and in vivo. Local application of mellitic acid (concentration 1 mmol/l) proved not to impair osteoinduction and development of nature bone in the matrixinduced ectopic osteogenesis. But in the course of osteogenesis prominent masses of cartilage developed. Higher local concentrations of mellitic acid may be efficient in the therapy of ectopic ossification, but also may be accompanied by formation of crystal deposition.